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After pilot Mike Pickett completed his service as a
member of the Glynn County Airport Commission in
2010, he didn’t stop using his years of aviation
knowledge and experience for the benefit of the
community. For the past ten years, he has
volunteered as a part of Angel Flight, a non-profit
organization that offers air transportation free of
charge for any charitable, medically related need.

 

    The Men’s Life Prayer Group at the St Simons United Methodist Church supports
his involvement with Angel Flight. When they heard their fellow member was
donating his aircraft, time and fuel, they decided to step in and cover the cost of
the fuel. This made it easier to meet his personal goal of at least four medical
flights a year with the organization.
    “This is a natural for me,” he said. “I was looking for a way to contribute and I
am so happy to do it.”
    Pickett is glad to offer his services to anyone who qualifies for the assistance
program, but admits he has a special place in his heart for child passengers. The
typical case with a patient can last from 18 months to two years.
    “You really get involved with the patients and their families,” he noted. “I like
to repeat trips with the same patient several times. Sometimes you get to hear
back from them about how they are doing later.”
    Pickett is one of a group of pilots based at McKinnon St Simons Island Airport
who volunteer with Angel Flight. He also participates in Young Eagles flights with
the Experimental Aircraft Association twice a year. His reward for all his volunteer
service?
    “You always like to hear about a good outcome.”
 

Above: Pilot Mike Pickett (right), with Angel Flight patient Lilly Blocker and
co-pilot Bill Massey (left).

 
Merchant Marine Academy senior William Murray (left), with Airport Operations
Manager Josh Cothren.
 

Merchant Marine Academy Student
Serves Internship in Logistics
 

A community with a multi-modal transportation network involving aviation, rail,
highway and seaport offers business and industry many advantages. It can also
serve as an excellent learning environment for students of transportation logistics.
Merchant Marine Academy senior William Murray, a Glynn County native, seized
the opportunity to serve an internship in his hometown this past December when
he spent time with Airport Operations Manager Josh Cothren.
     “I understand that, seeing that I come from a maritime background, there may
be some question as to why I chose to work with a commission that is
fundamentally rooted in aviation,” Murray explained. “My goal was to discover the
skills required of management in a transportation-based organization. During my
time with the Glynn County Airport Commission, I was able to observe effective
communication techniques, supervisory skills, operating procedures, and decision-
making processes in a real world environment.”
     “Over the course of my study at the US Merchant Marine Academy, I have been
fortunate to work around the world,” he added. “I have visited every continent
and worked with colleagues from a variety of countries, from Jamaica to Vietnam
to the Philippines. While this has provided an eclectic experience, especially in
terms of international business and culture, it was refreshing to observe the
‘behind the scenes’ processes in my own backyard.”
 
 

 

Youth Leadership Glynn Visits
Brunswick Golden Isles Airport (BQK)
 

Members of Youth Leadership Glynn, a program for outstanding high school
students in Glynn County, enjoyed the VIP treatment at the Brunswick Golden Isles
Airport facilities this month. Youth Leadership Glynn co-leaders, Airport
Commission Property Manager Terra Winslett and Jessica Snyder, Mellow Mushroom
Director of Brand Development, organized the behind-the-scenes tour. The
Brunswick–Golden Isles Chamber of Commerce sponsors the series of introductions
to subjects such as local government, team building skills, economic
development, local industry and coastal and environmental issues.
     At the airport, Executive Director Robert Burr greeted the students with an
explanation of the importance of aviation to the community, and its interaction
with state and federal agencies. Students visited with Transportation Security
Administration (TSA) officials, and were given a demonstration of the ARFF
(aircraft rescue and fire fighting) equipment at the Glynn County fire station
adjacent to the terminal. They also spent time with airport tenants Stambaugh
Aviation, a maintenance, repair and overhaul company, and Manning Aviation, a
general aviation fixed-base operator. 
     “Youth Leadership Glynn is an excellent way for youth to develop and foster
interest in the community that they will inherit while inspiring them to become
successful leaders of tomorrow,” Ms. Winslett observed. The program offers
students seven sessions through the year, and will conclude in May.
 

Executive Director Robert Burr (left) joins the Youth Leadership Glynn group as they
visit with David Manning (right) of Manning Aviation.
 

Pilots’ Progress
 

Congratulations to these pilots who have achieved their licenses and advanced
their ratings at McKinnon St Simons Island Airport.
 

Above, L to R:
 

Bobby Davis: Instrument rating added to Private Pilot license
 

Lou Gregoire: Upgraded Commercial Helicopter license to ATP Helicopter,
reinstated Helicopter Certified Flight Instructor and Helicopter Instrument
Certified Flight Instructor licenses
 

Victoria Monetta: Pilot Airplane Single Engine Land (ASEL) license
 
 

Above, L to R:
 

Zachary Scholberg: Commercial Airplane Single Engine Land (ASEL) license
 

Allan Smith: Private Pilot Airplane Single Engine Land (ASEL) license
 

Richard Wallace: Instrument rating added to Private Pilot license
 
 

From the Archives
Max Smallwood: A Private Pilot
Joins the Fight
 

In the chaotic early days of World War II, the Civil Air Patrol organized private
pilots to aid the defense of maritime interests along the Eastern Seaboard from
German U-boats. Joseph M. “Max” Smallwood put his life on hold and joined the
so-called “Sandwich and Suicide Squadron,” Coastal Patrol Unit 6 (CP6) of the
Civil Air Patrol. Smallwood and other private pilots brought their own aircraft to
the service, or flew donated aircraft on patrols at dawn and dusk each day, in fair
weather and foul, “when even the crows were walking.” Parts were nearly
impossible to obtain, so repairs were made using old-fashioned American
ingenuity and whatever was available. CP6 was based at what is now the
McKinnon St Simons Island Airport until the U.S. Navy purchased the field from the
county to establish NAS St Simons. CP6 then moved to land across the street,
donated by the Sea Island Company, to set up their administration, mess hall and
living quarters until the Navy airships arrived at NAS Glynco in Brunswick to take
over convoy escort duties in 1943. Mechanics and pilots such as Smallwood were
vital to the nation’s defense in the war years. Today, the Civil Air Patrol, based at
McKinnon St Simons Island Airport, performs valuable search and rescue
operations and sundown patrol services on the Georgia coast. Photo courtesy of
Sharron Bullock.
 

To view more historic aviation photos, please visit  http://flygcairports.com
/historic-photo-gallery.html
 

 

To make reservations visit delta.com
 

To subscribe to Airport Update,
and receive news of special Delta fares available

when flying to or from Brunswick Golden Isles Airport,
 please visit flygcairports.com

Select “Newsletter Sign Up” on the bottom of the home page.
 

Let us hear from you!
Something on your mind?  Send us an email at commission@flygcairports.com
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