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Only a few months after the old terminal and
fixed-base operator (FBO) structure at McKinnon
St Simons Island Airport (KSSI) came down, the
area has been transformed as the new Home2
Suites by Hilton hotel rises from the site. As work
progresses on the new 83-room hotel, handsome
stonework and a graceful entrance porte-cochere
are visible from the street frontage. The hotel is
unique in that it is located at a general aviation
airport, offering accommodations for pilots and
passengers as well as the general visitor
population. The adjacent FBO facility is also
underway, and will offer over 6,000 square feet
of office space, a rental car agency area and
pilot amenities. The project is progressing on
schedule, and developers look forward to a
late-2016 opening date.
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Aviation Legend to Perform
at Wings Over the Golden
Isles October 8-9, 2016
Guests at Wings
Over the Golden
Isles at Brunswick
Golden Isles Airport
this fall will have a
chance to see an
aerobatic
performance by
Patty Wagstaff, an
international
aviation legend.
Patty grew up
surrounded by
airplanes and at
age nine, moved to
Japan where her
father was a pilot for Japan Air Lines. She took
the controls of his DC-6 at age ten, and her
future was set. She earned a pilot's certificate
and went on to become a six-time member of the
U.S. Aerobatic Team--winning gold, silver and
bronze medals in Olympic-level competition. She
is a member of the National Aviation Hall of
Fame, and was awarded a Lifetime Achievement
Award from the Air Force Association. She was
the first woman U.S. National Aerobatic
champion. In 1994, her Extra 260 aircraft was
enshrined in the National Air & Space Museum in
Washington, D.C. She is excited to take part in
Brunswick’s first major air show since 1997.
Tickets for the show are now available on-line at
www.wingsovergoldenisles.com. Buy your tickets
now and enjoy special early-purchase discounts.

Taking Shape
Weekend by weekend,
members of EAA Chapter 905
are making progress on the
restoration of the vintage
Oldfield Baby Great Lakes
biplane. The latest sections
to get attention have been
the cockpit and tail sections.
Hours of painstaking work
will pay off when the fully
restored aircraft will be on
display at the new FBO at
McKinnon St Simons Island
Airport late this year. Photos
courtesy of the Experimental
Aircraft Association Chapter
905.
Top: Original tail section
Left: Tail section repaired and
waiting for its new “skin”

Dinner With a Side of Dreams

When Gruber Aviation hosted a dinner gathering of the Board of Directors for
Safe Harbor Children’s Center at their McKinnon St Simons Island Airport
hangar, more than tasty barbeque was on the menu. A group of 14 young
people in residence at the facility were special guests of the evening. Safe
Harbor, located in Brunswick, Georgia, is a home for children and youth in
need of a safe, loving environment, where they can escape from abuse,
neglect and the danger of the streets. Several local pilots were on hand to
talk to the children and let them get an up-close look at their aircraft. For
many, it was the first time in their lives they had taken a seat inside an
airplane or helicopter, or even had a chance to look inside. Pilots also took
the opportunity to speak with the children about career opportunities in the
field, and to encourage them to follow their dreams.

More Travelers
at BQK
The number of passengers
enjoying the convenience of
using Delta service to and from
Brunswick Golden Isles Airport
(BQK) is growing. In May 2016,
the number of passengers
arriving in Brunswick grew 9.4% over the same month last year, and
departing travelers represented a 11.57% growth. All scheduled flights were
completed, giving BQK a 100% reliability score for the month.

Time to Sign Up!
If you love to be involved in
community events that welcome
guests from all over the Southeast,
volunteer for the Wings Over the
Golden Isles Air Show! You can be a
part of the 2-day event scheduled
for October 8-9. Check out the
exciting variety of opportunities for
volunteers and help make the first air show in the Golden Isles since 1997 a
memorable success. For more information, learn about the air show and fill
out an application on-line at
http://wingsovergoldenisles.com/vendors-exhibitors/nonprofitopportunities/

Pilots’ Progress
Congratulations to these pilots who have achieved their licenses and
advanced their ratings at McKinnon St Simons Island Airport.

Top to bottom, L to R:

Asa Akins: Flight Instructor Instrument Airplane
Tyler Brewer: Airline Transport Pilot Airplane Multiengine Land (AMEL)
Todd Bright: Reinstated Certified Flight Instructor license for Airplane
Single Engine Land (ASEL) and Instruments Airplane
Heather Conant: Airline Transport Pilot Airplane Multiengine Land (AMEL)
certificate
Mike Leverette: Reinstated Certified Flight Instructor license for Airplane
Single Engine Land (ASEL), Airplane Multiengine Land (AMEL), Helicopter and
Instrument Helicopter and Airplane
Philip McMilliam: Airplane Single Engine Land (ASEL) rating added to
Commercial Pilot license
Brandon Miller: Airline Transport Pilot Airplane Multiengine Land (AMEL)
Kaze Morrissey: Airline Transport Pilot Airplane Multiengine Land (AMEL)
Ken Prescott: Private Pilot Airplane Single Engine Land (ASEL)

From the Archives: No Room for Error

In the 1950s, airships in the U.S. Navy’s Lighter Than Air program fulfilled a
new purpose in Anti Submarine Warfare by serving as a stable platform for
surveillance and radar operations. In effect, the airships became airborne
radar stations, capable of detecting activity over a larger area than ever
before. As this would require extended flight time, blimp pilots had to
develop new methods for refueling. That led to the necessity of being able
to land the aircraft on the deck of a seagoing vessel. As the site of all
airship training in the Navy, Naval Air Station Glynco, located on the current
site of Brunswick Golden Isles Airport and the Federal Law Enforcement
Training Center, was at the forefront of turning out pilots who could
accomplish this difficult task. In this photograph, Glynco pilot Lt.
Commander Robert Gill demonstrated his mastery by landing an airship
directly on the deck of an aircraft carrier. Photo courtesy of Wanda Taylor
and David Gill.
To view more historic aviation photos, please visit http://flygcairports.com
/historic-photo-gallery.html

To make reservations visit delta.com

To subscribe to Airport Update,

and receive news of special Delta fares available
when flying to or from Brunswick Golden Isles Airport,

please visit flygcairports.com

Select “Newsletter Sign Up” on the bottom of the home page.

Let us hear from you!

Something on your mind? Send us an email at commission@flygcairports.com

Visit us on Facebook
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