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Having a hurricane literally blow up plans for a
major event like an air show would dash the
hopes of most people. But the challenges of
Hurricane Matthew made JLC AirShow
Management CEO John Cowman and his team
even more determined to treat his hometown to
its first air show in 2 decades. As soon as the
winds died down, Cowman and his team were
hard at work planning a rescheduled and
expanded event. On December 6 at the
International Council Air Shows convention, all
the hard work and optimism paid off as the
United States Navy Blue Angels Jet
Demonstration Team announced that they had
accepted an invitation from JLC AirShow
Management to headline the 2017 Wings Over
Golden Isles air show weekend, March 24-26,
2017 at Brunswick Golden Isles Airport.
     Along with the Blue Angels, the 2017 Wings
Over Golden Isles air show will feature the iconic
southern rock band .38 Special, as well as a host
of world-class aerobatic and warbird performers.
The show has expanded to a 3-day event,
beginning with a Friday evening twilight air show
featuring the AeroShell Aerobatic Team and .38
Special in concert.  The air show continues
Saturday offering thrilling aerobatic
performances by both the Blue Angels and
AeroShell, warbird rides and special delights for
children through Sunday, March 26.
     Tickets purchased for the canceled October
2016 event will be honored for the rescheduled
show in March 2017.  
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Left: Lt. Brandon
Hempler (L) and Lt. Dave
Steppe of the U.S. Navy
Blue Angels brief the
community members and
JLC AirShow team on
preparations for their
arrival for the March
24-26, 2017 air show.
 

Special opportunity! Through Saturday,
December 31, fans can purchase advance tickets
and family packages saving up to 25%. This
limited time offer is available only through the
show’s website,
http://wingsovergoldenisles.com. Register
online, or follow the air show’s Facebook page to
receive updates for the 2017 event.
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Capital Development at BQK
The aviation community in Glynn County received an early Christmas gift of
a $100,641 grant from the Georgia Department of Transportation in
mid-December. The funds will support Phase 1 of the East General Aviation
development and relocation planned for 2017 at Brunswick Golden Isles
Airport (BQK). The nearby North Apron expansion project is moving ahead on
schedule, with drainage and lighting nearing completion. Paving is scheduled
to begin in January 2017, with an anticipated May 2017 completion date.
 
 

Departing
Commissioners
Recognized
 

Departing Glynn County Airport
Commission members Michael
Hanneld (left) and Al Suto (below)
were recognized for their service at
the December meeting of the

Commission. Chairman Jeff Culwell
presented each with a model of the
G650 Gulfstream aircraft in
appreciation for their contributions to
the growth of aviation business in
Glynn County during their term of
service.
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Manning Aviation Expands at BQK
For owners Richard and David
Manning (right), the company
their father Frank started in
1969 is more than a business;
it is a legacy of commitment
to their hometown. In 1974,
Glynco Manning Aviation
moved from its initial location
at Brunswick Air Park to
become the Fixed-Base
Operator (FBO) that provides
fuel, servicing and hangar
space for private and charter
aircraft at Glynco Jetport, the
former name of what is now
Brunswick Golden Isles Airport.
Military service had offered
many young people an
unprecedented opportunity to
enter the field of aviation in
wartime. The postwar era saw
a growing demand for civilian
aircraft as former servicemen and women wanted to keep flying.           
    Today, the Manning brothers have kept the family tradition of service to
aviation in excellent shape. They now offer a total of seven hangars at the
Brunswick airport, offering shelter to tenant and transient aircraft from
small one-seaters to high-tail jets. This year, they have embarked on a new
project, refurbishing the company’s first hangar to house a flying school.
The hangar has been completely re-skinned, with updated interior finishes
in all offices, conference space and classroom areas. The facility will house
the Wings Over the Golden Isles operations until the air show in late March
2017. After that time, the next purpose for the structure is education, both
for adults and young people.
    “Our goal is to give more people in our area the opportunity to get into
the field of aviation,” David Manning explained. “We are interested in
developing a program that lets local 16-18 year old students have a chance
to come in and give aviation a try. This is a good opportunity to give back to
the community that has been so supportive of us over the years.”
 
 

 

 

In Memoriam
 
The Glynn County Airport
Commission and staff were
profoundly saddened to receive
the news that Airport
Commission member Bill
Houseman passed away on
December 28 after a long and
valiant battle with cancer.
Commissioner Houseman was a
member of the United States
Marine Corps, where he served
as a jet fighter pilot and
instructor. In civilian life, he
continued a career in aviation
with Delta Air Lines for 31 years,

serving as a Captain for 17 of those years. He was a member of the
Brunswick Senior Squadron of the Civil Air Patrol, in which he served as
Commander for three years. Commissioner Houseman was a member of the
Glynn County Airport Commission since 2011. He was a highly respected
member of the aviation community, and will be sorely missed. 
 

Pilots’ Progress
 

Congratulations to these pilots who have achieved their licenses and
advanced their ratings at McKinnon St Simons Island Airport.
 

 
Above, L to R:
 

Jordan O'Brien: CFI Airplane Single Engine Land (ASEL) and CFI Instrument
added to CFI Airplane Multiengine Land (AMEL) certificate
 

Chris Reilly: CFI Airplane Single Engine Land (ASEL) and CFI Instrument
added to CFI Airplane Multiengine Land (AMEL) certificate
 

Caroline Rogers: Private Pilot Airplane Single Engine Land (ASEL) certificate
 

Sam Suing: CFI Airplane Single Engine Land (ASEL) and CFI Instrument added
to CFI Airplane Multiengine Land (AMEL) certificate
 

From the Archives:
From Air Park to Stadium
 

 

By the early 1950s, the City of Brunswick was in need of its own airport.
McKinnon Airport on St Simons Island was already established, so local
pilots, students and instructors looked to the mainland to expand. The
airfield and runway at NAS Glynco, located at the current site of the
Federal Law Enforcement Training Center and Brunswick Golden Isles
Airport, were strictly for military use at that time. To meet the demand for
more general aviation in the post-war era, Brunswick Air Park was built.
Here, local businessman Frank Manning, along with other enterprising
aviation professionals, began to build the necessary foundation of a vital
and thriving airport. When the Navy closed NAS Glynco in 1974, the airfield
was given to the county to create a new municipal airport with an enviable
8001’ runway. Soon, the Air Park was closed and its aviation businesses
moved to Glynco Jetport, the name given to the facility in its new civilian
life. Today, the property that once housed a fast-growing industry now
offers the county another benefit as a football stadium. Photo courtesy of
Seaboard Construction.
 

To view more historic aviation photos, please visit
www.flygcairports.com/historic-photo-gallery.html
 

 

To make reservations visit delta.com
 

To subscribe to Airport Update,
and receive news of special Delta fares available

when flying to or from Brunswick Golden Isles Airport,
 please visit flygcairports.com

Select “Newsletter Sign Up” on the bottom of the home page.
 

Let us hear from you!
Something on your mind?  Send us an email at commission@flygcairports.com
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