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The skies had begun to turn restless and leaden
on Tuesday, October 4 as Wings Over the Golden
Isles Air Show presenter John Cowman faced the
real possibility that all his team’s hard work and
planning for the spectacular event might be put
on hold by an approaching weather event. The
next day, after meeting with county officials,
Cowman decided to cancel the show, and offered
his team’s expert assistance. Cowman, a
Brunswick native, and members of his team
stayed through Sunday, October 9, to help during
the storm.
“Redistributing our resources towards helping
with emergency management and recovery was
in the best interests of the community,” Cowman
explained. “We wanted to be part of the
solution."
As Hurricane Matthew made its way up the
southeastern coast, a mandatory evacuation was
called and the Brunswick Golden Isles Airport was
transformed into a county-wide emergency
resource. Rescue and repair equipment was
moved to the airport facility, which is located on
some of the highest ground in Glynn County.
Manning
Aviation
worked
tirelessly to
fuel and
service a fleet
of Life Flight
helicopters
and fixed-wing
planes that
evacuated the most vulnerable hospital patients.
Later, after the storm had passed, the Mannings
aided pilots once again, fueling aircraft setting
out on damage assessment missions. Glynn
County Police Department and Brunswick Fire
Department personnel sheltered at the airport in
place in the passenger terminal during the storm,
sleeping on the floor and benches.

The 178 Engineer Brigade of the Georgia
National Guard members staged out of one of the
Airport’s hangars. The Glynn County Airport
Commission staff stayed on site for 56 continuous
hours to keep the airports operational, aiding in
the coordination of rescue and recovery
activities as well as providing a location for
televised press conferences.
“The hurricane emergency was another
example of how important airports are to Glynn
County,” Airport Commission Executive Director
Robert Burr noted. “It was an opportunity for us
to be of service and give back to the community
that supports us.”

Runway Project
Goes Green
Below: Materials milled from the existing runway
are re-used to prepare for a smooth new surface.

Runway 16/34 at McKinnon St Simons Island Airport (KSSI) is sporting a fresh
new look these days. The runway needed repaving, and since it was eligible
for state funding, it became the ideal opportunity to test the performance
of a new “green” technology for the task. The process, called cold-in-place
recycling, mills, or removes and grinds up, existing asphalt. The material
that is removed is mixed with a blend of asphalt emulsion and cement, and
redeposited as a smooth, stable base layer. The only new material required
is a final layer of top coating.
“Cold in place recycling saves money and reduces impact on the
environment,” Brian Thompson of RS&H, engineers for the project,
explained. “There is no heat involved in removing or redistributing the
asphalt base. We don’t have to haul the old material off to a landfill area,
where it would require a lot of space for disposal. We don’t have to bring in
limerock or some other material to form the base layer, so that is another
opportunity to save fuel and materials, plus keep heavy trucks off the road.
It just makes sense to re-use what you have.”
Seaboard Construction of Brunswick is the contractor for the project,
working along with Asphalt Paving Systems. Georgia Department of
Transportation grants funded 75% of the project, with the balance of cost
coming from the Glynn County Airport Commission. Lighting and other
electrical work for the runway is being completed at the same time in order
to make the best use of available funds and minimize inconvenience from
runway closure. The projected completion date is before the end of the
year.

Michael Menon Joins Airport
Commission Staff
The Glynn County
Airport Commission
welcomes Michael
Menon as its new
Airport Operations
Manager for Brunswick
Golden Isles Airport.
After graduating from
the University of
Georgia, Menon worked
in operations at the
Athens Ben Epps
Airport, and the
Dubuque Regional
Airport in Dubuque,
Iowa. He also graduated
from the Georgia Fire
Academy in 2011, and is
a Georgia certified
firefighter and a
Georgia certified
airport firefighter.
Michael and his wife,
Mary, are glad to be
back in Georgia.
“I am looking forward to learning from, contributing to, and growing with
the Airport Commission and the community,” he said.

Glynn Airports Participate in
Statewide Convention

Glynn County was well represented at the Georgia Airports Association
Annual Conference and Expo, held on October 26-28 on Jekyll Island. This
year’s conference dealt with topics including Capital Funding, new
regulations, promoting community events, unmanned aircraft systems and
preparing the future workforce for aviation.

Pictured, Left to right, are Glynn County Airport Commission Chairman Jeff
Culwell; Mark Kimberling, Director of Government Relations, National
Association of State Aviation Officials; Larry Wade, President of Golden
Isles Aviation; David English, Glynn County Airport Commissioner-appointed;
Dennis Roberts, Regional Administrator, FAA Southern Region; Doug Hudson,
Glynn County Airport Commissioner-appointed; Robert Burr, Executive
Director of the Glynn County Airport Commission; and Alex Gertsen, C.M.,
Director, Airports and Ground Infrastructure, National Business Aviation
Association.

Ready to Take Off

Progress is underway on the North Apron Expansion Project at Brunswick
Golden Isles Airport. This part of the project will construct 270,000 square
feet of new apron and associated site work for this and future phases. The
current project cost is $6.4 million, of which $1.25 million is State and
Federal Economic Development funds. The enlarged facility will allow
current tenants to grow their operations and offer future tenants ample
access to the runway.

Pilots’ Progress
Congratulations to these pilots who
have achieved their licenses and
advanced their ratings at McKinnon
St Simons Island Airport.
From top (L to R):

Kasey Barker: Instrument Airplane
CFI added to Certified Flight
Instructor license
Dennis Nail: Reinstated Certified
Flight Instructor license
Barry Ryals: Private Pilot Airplane
Single Engine Land (ASEL)
David Yenian: Instrument Airplane
rating added to Commercial Pilot
license

From the Archives: Approaching Shadow

In the 1950s, the U.S. Navy Lighter-Than-Air (LTA) program used airships
(blimps) for a number of purposes. The primary use from the early days of
LTA in World War II was convoy escort and anti-submarine warfare. Post-war,
the unique abilities of the blimps were expanded from regular patrol duties
to include aerial photography, radar and communications development, and
air-sea rescue. The military also tested the limits of long-range flights using
blimps as research and development aircraft. Whatever the mission, airship
pilots based at NAS Glynco, the former occupant of the property where the
Brunswick Golden Isles Airport is located today, were always glad to return
home. Photo courtesy of Charles Tillery.
To view more of Mr. Tillery’s collection and other historic aviation photos,
please visit http://flygcairports.com/historic-photo-gallery.html

To make reservations visit delta.com

To subscribe to Airport Update,

and receive news of special Delta fares available
when flying to or from Brunswick Golden Isles Airport,

please visit flygcairports.com

Select “Newsletter Sign Up” on the bottom of the home page.
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