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EAA Young Eagles
Flights Open the Skies
for Students
 

 

Two Young Eagles check out the view from the
vantage point of a Wilco Aviation Services helicopter
while they wait for their flight.
 

When the morning of March 26 arrives, expect to see
a group of excited students, ages 8-17, lined up
waiting for their chance to take to the skies for the
Experimental Aircraft Association’s (EAA) Young
Eagles Flights. Members of local Chapter 905 will
take kids up for a 15-minute flight above the Golden
Isles in their private aircraft, free of charge. Flights
begin at 9:00 AM at McKinnon St Simons Island
Airport, taking off from the chapter headquarters at
1797 Demere Road.
     The goal, according to chapter president Jerry
Latvala, is to provide more than a thrill ride over the
islands. A pre-flight orientation explains how aircraft
operate, and what steps must be taken in a pre-flight
check. The program also aims to introduce young
people to the wide range of aviation-related careers.
     “There are many very well-paid jobs in the
aviation industry that these students might not be
aware of,” Latvala pointed out. “Not everyone
involved with aviation needs to be a pilot. We like to
take time during our Young Eagles Flights to educate
our passengers on the subject.”

     The flight opportunity also allows children who
might not have a chance to ride in an airplane
otherwise to have a memorable new experience. 
Many Young Eagles fliers go on to pursue careers in
military and civilian aviation afterwards.
     There is no need to make an appointment or
reservation for a Young Eagles Flight. A responsible
adult must be present to sign permission documents
for all students.
 

Above: Pilot Bob Schreiber shows Young Eagle Bryan
Carroll and another student passenger the aircraft
he built.
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Below:Passengers go through a pre-flight check with
EAA Chapter 905 president Jerry Latvala before they
board for their Young Eagles Flight.

Night
Flight
Benefits
Schools
 

Lace up your running shoes
and join the race for Night

Flight, a 5k & One Mile Fun Run set for April 15, 2016. This unique event takes
place on the runway at Brunswick Golden Isles Airport at night. Racers carry
flashlights provided as part of their race packet, and wear glow sticks around their
necks or hold them as they run. Many dress up themselves in glowing attire, and
many kids run in their pajamas. All race proceeds go to the Glynn County Schools
Athletic Department, which operates 11 middle school and 19 high school sports
for more than 2,000 student athletes.
    Night Flight is an official timed and rated race event.  The One-Mile Fun Run
begins at 8:00 PM, and the 5K starts at 8:30 PM. Stambaugh Aviation, along with
other area businesses, sponsor Night Flight Participants entering before March 15
pay an entry fee of $15 for the 1 Mile Fun Run/Walk; $25 for the 5k Run/Walk or
$30 if the runner wants to do both races. After March 15, add $5 to the cost for
each event. Register for the race online at active.com
 

 

Billy Smith was appointed the Director of
Aviation for the Georgia State Patrol Aviation
Unit in 2000.
 

Billy Smith:
Aviation Advocate
 

With a pilot shortage dominating the news,
local resident Billy Smith stands out as an

important part of the solution nationally, and internationally. He began his
aviation career when he became a commercial pilot in 1973. Smith became a
Trooper with the Georgia State Patrol while earning a degree in Criminal Justice
and serving as a 2nd lieutenant in the Georgia Army National Guard.
     In 1979, Smith fulfilled a career goal when he joined the elite GSP Aviation
Unit as an airplane and helicopter pilot, and later became the unit’s training
officer. He was promoted to Captain and appointed Director of Aviation for the
Georgia State Patrol. Under his direction, the Aviation Unit performed such
essential missions as FLIR searches for fugitives and missing persons, fire
suppression, aerial surveillance for other local, state and federal agencies to
support smuggling investigations, aerial photography. At the same time, he
continued to serve his country as a Warrant Officer in the Georgia Army National
Guard, piloting a variety of specialized helicopters that included CH54 Skycranes
and CH47 Chinooks.

Smith’s skill and experience with special
heavy-lift helicopters was called upon to
provide support for crews working fire
suppression detail for wildfires in the
Waycross, Georgia area in 2007.
 

     In 1993, the Atlanta FAA Flight
Standards District Office designated
Smith as a pilot examiner (DPE). Today,
as a DPE, he conducts flight tests in
airplanes and helicopters that are
required to award aviators with Private, Commercial, Airline Transport Pilot,
Instruments and Flight Instructor ratings. After retiring from the GSP in 2002,
Smith and his wife, Maxine, started SouthEastern Air Services, Inc. (SEAS),
conducting emergency procedures training in helicopters and night vision goggles
(NVG’s) for other law enforcement agencies. With over 20,000 hours of flight
time, and a background in all forms of aviation training, Smith has proven to be a
valuable resource in assisting other pilots in advancing their careers. Operating
from McKinnon St Simons Island Airport, as of February 2016, he has conducted
1,092 flight tests.

     Pilots from distant areas fly to St Simons Island
to take their “check rides” with Smith. Retiring
military fliers from other countries also seek Smith
out to assist them in achieving the internationally
accepted FAA ratings that allow them to continue
to fly as commercial transport pilots. Offering the
crucially important FAA examinations for aviators
from beginning private pilots to career
commercial transport pilots has the desirable side
effect of bringing Glynn County to the attention of
admiring visitors worldwide.
     “They all like to come to SSI because it's a
great airport with beautiful scenery, not as busy as
the Atlanta area airspace, “Smith noted. “And
they are very well treated by the Golden Isles
Aviation staff and the community in general.”
 
 

Smith served with the security detail for the 1996
Olympics in Atlanta.

Pilots’ Progress
 

Congratulations to these pilots who have achieved their licenses and advanced
their ratings at McKinnon St Simons Island Airport.

Above, L to R:
 

Matt Altavilla: Certified Flight Instructor certificate
 

Nathan Brothers: Private Pilot’s license upgraded to Commercial Airplane Single
Engine Land (ASEL)
 

Tyler Campbell: Airplane Multi-Engine Land (AMEL) rating added to Commercial
Pilot’s license

 

Above, L to R:
 

Tyler Joseph: Instrument Airplane rating added to Certified Flight Instructor
certificate
 

Spencer Olson: Instrument Airplane rating added to Private Pilot’s license
 

Will Rogers: Instrument Airplane rating added to Private Pilot’s license

 

Above, L to R:
 

Lance Scott: Instruments Helicopter rating added to Certified Flight Instructor
certificate
 

Ruben Uballe: Instrument Airplane rating added to Certified Flight Instructor
certificate
 

Brandon Vinke: Airplane Multi-Engine Land (AMEL) and Certified Flight Instructor
Instrument Airplane ratings added to Certified Flight Instructor Airplane Single
Engine Land (ASEL) certificate

From the Archives

Bringing the Airship Down
 

The Navy blimp era at Naval Air Station Glynco, which originally occupied the
property that is now the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center and the
Brunswick Golden Isles Airport, spanned from 1943 until 1959.  During the
post-WWII period, Glynco served not only as an operational base, but the home of
the training mission for all LTA (Lighter Than Air) commands in the Navy. When it
became necessary to deflate a blimp’s envelope, or inflated portion, the
operation was done very carefully. Note how the rope mesh that covered the
envelope was weighted down with multiple sand bags to keep the ship steady.
The helium used as a lifting gas was slowly released to control the descent of the
ship. The reasons for deflating the ship could be that the material was damaged
too badly to continue to fly, or the envelope was being put into storage.
Eventually, the airships’ cost to operate, maintain and handle led to their
removal from U.S. military flight operations.
 

To view more historic aviation photos, please visit http://flygcairports.com
/historic-photo-gallery.html
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To make reservations visit delta.com
 

To subscribe to Airport Update,
and receive news of special Delta fares available

when flying to or from Brunswick Golden Isles Airport,
 please visit flygcairports.com

Select “Newsletter Sign Up” on the bottom of the home page.
 

Let us hear from you!
Something on your mind?  Send us an email at commission@flygcairports.com
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