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Angel Flight pilots and staff, (L-R): Chairman Emeritus Jack Cantrell, David Brantley,Mike
Pickett, Joe Jurskis, Executive Director Bernadette Darnell, event host Renn Gruber, Director
of Operations Jeanine Chambers, Jeff Culwell, Jerry Latvala, Roger Beggs and Bert Light.

A Flight of Angels
On Saturday, September 22, angels
descended on Gruber Aviation at St.
Simons Island Airport. A group of
classic cars showed up as well. It
was all part of a fly-in for the benefit
of Angel Flight Soars, the
nationwide volunteer medical
transport organization. Angel Flight
Soars conducts over 3,400 missions
per year, carried out by volunteer
pilots that transport patients to
treatment at no cost. In many cases,
the patient may be too ill to fly to
distant medical care on a regular
scheduled carrier, or the cost would
be unmanageable for families.
Angel Flight Soars pilots
cover fuel costs and all other
expenses, which are tax deductible.
The non-profit organization recruits
aviators that own, or have access to,
aircraft that can seat two to six
passengers. The organization
directs pilots to a specific location,
or asks them to fill an empty seat on
a flight already planned for that
destination. The other donation, and
in many cases, the most compelling
one, is time.
Angel Flight Soars pilots who
spoke at the gathering stressed the
importance of the ability to act

(L-R) Pam Warwick, her daughter Lynndy
and caregiver Lisa Beckham shared their
story about Angel Flight’s role in followup
care after emergency treatment for
Lynndy’s Rett Syndrome.

Annabelle Chambers lets her son Thomas,
a past Angel Flight Soars passenger,
speak for himself at the fly in.

quickly on behalf of patients. In
cases of organ transplants,
volunteer pilots have saved lives by
working urgently within the narrow
window of opportunity to deliver
both the donated tissues and the
recipient to the hospital. Other
services include fast transport of
emergency personnel and supplies
to disaster sites. After 9/11, for
example, Angel Flight pilots were
among the first allowed back into
US airspace by the FAA to bring
firefighters, medics and supplies to
New York as well as transporting
victims outbound to medical care
throughout the nation.
The Glynn County area has a
growing group of dedicated Angel
Flight Soars pilots, according to the
organization’s Chairman Emeritus,
Jack Cantrell. Families whose loved
ones have been Angel Flight Soars
passengers spoke movingly about
how the organization helped
overcome the difficulties of
managing transportation while they
dealt with medical issues. Guests at
the fly-in toured the classic car
display, spoke with the staff about
joining their mission and attended a
safety operations seminar. Director
of Operations Jeanine Chambers
closed the presentation by urging
attendees to consider joining Angel
Flight Soars and to spread the word.
“Somebody out there needs
us,” she said. “Or somebody wants
to help us.”

Aviation Career
Education Moves
Forward
A variety of community stakeholders in Glynn County recently assembled to
discuss workforce development for current and future aviation employee
recruitment. Stakeholders comprised Coastal Pines Technical College,
Brunswick Golden Isles Airport, Gulfstream, Stambaugh Aviation, Glynco
Manning Aviation, Brunswick & Glynn County Development Authority,
Brunswick-Golden Isles Chamber of Commerce, Golden Isles College and
Career Academy, City of Brunswick, and others. The result: an Aircraft
Assembly Technician certificate.
This program will provide students with the opportunity to receive
training in Basic Blueprint Reading, Aerodynamics and Structural
Fundamentals. Stakeholders agreed that this training program is a good
starting point and should help with recruiting future employees who have a
foundation of skills in the aviation industry.A variety of community
stakeholders in Glynn County recently assembled to discuss workforce
development

Nothing Less Than Perfection

Island Aviation Detailing owners (L-R) Bharat Suthar and Selvin Lewis
It was a perfect storm for both partners of Island Aviation Detailing, located at
St. Simons Island Airport. Bharat Suthar had been a local businessman for
several years, but longed to put his mechanical and aviation engineering
background to use. When Selvin Lewis’ wife, a nephrologist, set up her
practice in Brunswick, he established his automotive detailing and finishing
business here as well. But he wanted to capitalize on his years of experience
in specialty welding, aircraft body work and painting at New York’s LaGuardia
and Kennedy Airports also. When they met, the two men realized it was the
ideal opportunity to join forces to fill a need for a local expert aircraft detailing
and custom finishing service. Suthar’s wife added her talents and experience
in business management and a successful enterprise was born.
The partners moved into a totally renovated hangar at the island
airport. In addition to complete interior and exterior detailing services, Island
Aviation Detailing offers Flight Shield, a technologically advanced, ultra-high
gloss, specialty aviation coating. The material bonds with the aircraft’s paint
and resists the unique environmental challenges airplanes endure. Both
partners have completed the training and certification required by the line’s
manufacturers.
In addition to astonishing local airplane owners with their transformative
finishes, the partners are developing their own line of advanced finishing
products. For more information, call (912) 434-6400, or visit them online at
islandaviationdetailing.com.

Air, Land…and Sea!

On September 7-8, beachgoers on
St. Simons Island, Sea Island and
Jekyll Island got to see something
quite out of the ordinary: an airplane
landing on and taking off from the
water. It was all part of a
demonstration at St. Simons Island
Airport showcasing the ICON A5, an
aircraft capable of water landings
and takeoff. Referred to on CNN as
“a sports car with wings,” this small
plane with its folding wings can take
pilot and passenger to places that
were inaccessible to aircraft before.
Want one? Visit
http://www.iconaircraft.com

The ICON A5 takes off from St. Simons
Island Airport

Pilots' Progress
Congratulations to these pilots who have achieved their licenses and
advanced their ratings at a Glynn County airport.

Above (L to R)

Jason Blackman: Private Pilot license
Kyle Bounds: Airplane Multiengine Land (AMEL) added to Private Pilot certificate
Martin Durkin: Upgraded Private Pilot license to Commercial Pilot
Jacob Higgins: Commercial Pilot Airplane Single Engine Land (ASEL)

Brett Miller: Certified Flight Instructor Airplane Single Engine (ASE)
Andrew Moffett: Airplane Multiengine Land (AMEL) added to Commercial Pilot
certificate
Micah Norlander: Commercial Pilot Airplane Single Engine Land (ASEL)
Haley Thain: Private Pilot Airplane Single Engine Land (ASEL)
Jeremy Upperman: Certified Flight
Instructor Airplane Single Engine (ASE)
Kyle Whiteside: CFII added to Certified
Flight Instructor certificate

From the Archives: The Science of Air

Aerology, or the study of the Earth’s vertical atmosphere, considers factors
such as temperature, atmospheric pressure, humidity, wind and ozone levels.
The word is rarely used in modern day meteorology, but it was a common
technical term in the 1940s and 1950s in weather forecasting and flight
planning. Both Naval Air Stations located in Glynn County in World War II, NAS
St. Simons and NAS Glynco in Brunswick, had aerology departments.
Specialists in this field used methods that look primitive to us today to gauge
the potential weather hazards facing Navy aviators flying traditional fixedwing aircraft and airships, or blimps. However, thousands of missions were
safely launched and landed from both bases using the technology at hand at
the time. Both forms of flight were carried out after the war at NAS Glynco,
now the location of the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center and
Brunswick Golden Isles Airport. In this photo, Navy aerologists stood ready to
explain their work to visitors to the blimp hangars at the Armed Forces Day
Open House at NAS Glynco in 1953. The young boys in this picture would be in
their 70s now, and would have witnessed enormous advances in weather
sciences. For more historic aviation images, please visit
http://flygcairports.com/historic-photo-gallery.html
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