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Manning Aviation
Begins Expansion

Richard and David Manning, owners of Manning Aviation at Brunswick Golden
Isles Airport, finalized plans for their company’s extensive new development
this month as part of the airport’s East General Aviation Relocation Project.
The initiative represents a more than $3 million private investment in
infrastructure. Site preparation began with paving of over 246,000 square
feet of apron space, which was completed this month. The company now
moves forward to the next phase, which includes the construction of a new
fuel farm and FBO (fixed-base operator) structure. Twelve new T-hangars,
as well as maintenance and corporate hangars, will be completed over the
coming four years.
“I’d like to express my gratitude to the Airport Commission for making it
possible for us to move forward with this project,” David Manning stated.
“We’ve worked on the plans for the past two years and now it’s becoming a
reality.”
Manning Aviation has provided service to general aviation customers in
Brunswick for over five decades. Well-known pilot and aviation mechanic,
Frank Manning, started his aviation career with Dr. Robert Thompson at
the Brunswick Air Park in the late 1960s. The company moved to the airfield
of the former Naval Air Station Glynco after the Navy based closed and the
facility was repurposed as the county’s official municipal airport.
Today, Frank Manning’s sons will see their family’s dreams come true as
they offer enhanced service to the Brunswick airport. The brothers, both
military veterans, have provided service to countless military, corporate and
private aircraft operations. The staff of Manning Aviation has also served the
community in emergencies by staying on site 24 hours a day during
Hurricanes Matthew and Irma, in order to provide fuel, safety and assistance
to reconnaissance and medical evacuation flights.

L-R: Terra Winslett, Airport Property Manager, watches as Richard Manning,
Executive Director Robert Burr and David Manning execute the lease for the new
facility. Photo courtesy of Pam Shierling, The Islander.

A Voice for the Golden Isles
in Atlanta

Airport officials from all over the state came together on February 13 to take part
in the “Day at the Capitol” gathering presented by the Georgia Airport
Association, in partnership with Georgia Business Aviation Association and Georgia
Economic Development. Robert Burr, Executive Director of the Glynn County
Airport Commission, attended to represent local airports and participate in
conversations with legislators about important issues in the aviation and
aerospace industries.

Good Numbers

The number of passengers boarding Delta flights in January 2018 at Brunswick
Golden Isles Airport showed a dramatic increase. The load factor, or percentage
of available seats that were purchased by passengers, increased by an impressive
19.07% over January 2017. Delta continues to offer round trip fares to Atlanta’s
Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport well under $200 for tickets purchased at
least 21 days in advance. Generally, the best days to travel to enjoy lowest fares
are Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday. Search for fares and plan your next trip by
visiting www.delta.com

Picture This!

Calling all photographers! From the ground or in the air, we are proud of our
beautiful airports. Send us your great pictures of any Glynn County airport
and we’ll share it in this newsletter and on social media Just email your
images to marketing@flygcairports.com and be sure to include your name.
This month’s supershot shows rain approaching Brunswick Golden Isles
Airport in the late evening of February 25.

Pilots’ Progress
Congratulations to these pilots who have achieved their licenses and
advanced their ratings at McKinnon St Simons Island Airport.

Top to bottom, L to R:

Bailee Ashworth: Private Pilot Airplane Single Engine Land (ASEL)
Oluwaseyi Ati: Commercial Pilot Airplane Single Engine Land (ASEL)
Eddie Faircloth: Instrument Airplane added to Private Pilot certificate

Alexander Firehammer: Instrument Airplane added to Private Pilot
certificate
Theo Goff: Commercial Pilot Airplane Single Engine Land (ASEL)
Sydney Needham: Private Pilot Airplane Single Engine Land (ASEL)

Ian Nichols: Instrument Airplane added to Commercial Pilot certificate
Michael Wertz: Private Pilot Airplane Single Engine Land (ASEL)
Jason Yoder: Commercial Pilot

From the Archives:

Fish Story

When World War II began, the Civil Air Patrol, private pilots volunteering for
national defense, sent a unit to St. Simons Island to protect merchant
vessels from enemy submarines. Coastal Patrol Unit 6 was fortunate to have
local pilot and flight instructor Captain Sam Baker (on the left) as its
Operations Officer. Not only did Sam Baker know the waters of the coast
like the back of his hand, he was an accomplished outdoorsman and,
obviously, fisherman. His knowledge of boating came in handy when he
spotted a sailboat from the air that had its sails billowing against the
prevailing winds. Closer inspection revealed the exhaust pipe of an
approaching U-boat disguised with the makeshift sails. When the submarine
crew realized they had been spotted, they hurriedly left without firing.
Photo courtesy of Winn Baker.
To view more historic aviation photos, please visit
www.flygcairports.com/home/bqk/history/historic-photo-collection
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