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Airborne
Adventures Await

Ready to make a thrilling memory? Back again for
the summer and fall, Coastal Biplane Tours has
returned to St. Simons Island Airport to offer
breathtaking rides in a vintage, open-cockpit
biplane. Veteran pilot Phil Ulrich (below) has 39
years of experience, and has flown over 40,000
people in biplanes over the past 20 years. He can
take up to two passengers at a time in his redwhite-and-blue 1941 Waco UPF-7 aircraft
(above). Only 587
of these sturdy
planes were built
from 1939-1942,
most of which
were used as
trainers for
military pilots.
Flight itineraries
range from a 20minute ride to an
hour-long tour of
our coastal
islands. Coastal
Biplane Tour
passengers can
even catch a
glimpse of remote
areas like Little
Cumberland Island
that are not easily
accessed from the ground. Photographers–bring
your cameras and get ready to snap some
unforgettable, suitable-for-framing aerial
images. To book a flight, call 888-852-9226, or
visit CoastalBiplaneTours.com
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Tiffany Landry:
Ready to Help
Tiffany Landry,
Accountant for the
Glynn County Airport
Commission, has
joined the Local
Emergency Planning
Committee, or LEPC,
for Glynn County. The
group consists of
elected officials;
Police, Fire and
Emergency
Management; public
health and hospital;
facility
representatives and the media. Membership is
open to anyone in Glynn County that has an
interest in planning for, responding to and
mitigating the impacts of man-made and natural
disasters. The county’s airports play an important
part in any catastrophic situation, offering the
resources to search, rescue and evacuate before
and during a disaster, and evaluating the
aftermath. Ms. Landry will serve as the treasurer
of the group, bringing her professional financial
skills and acting as a liaison to local aviation
assets.

John Duncan
Joins Airport
Commission
Staff

Executive Director Robert Burr
announced the addition of John Duncan
to the Glynn County Airport
Commission staff as the Operations
Coordinator for Brunswick Golden Isles
Airport. A Glynn County native, Duncan
brings 30 years of experience with local
contractors for Delta Air Lines, on the
airfield and behind the counter, dealing
with customers. He will be responsible
for keeping the airport’s certification documents up to date, handling
security, serving as a liaison with the Transportation Safety Authority (TSA)
and airfield management.

(L to R) Island Drapes & Upholstery owners Auret Cavedo, Jimmy Martinez and

Rita Boland

Made to Order

Just a step inside the shop of one of the St. Simons Island Airport’s newest
neighbors, Island Drapes & Upholstery, brings visitors into a world a
beautiful craftsmanship and attention to detail in home or commercial
window treatments, custom furniture, bed coverings and anything to do
with textiles. Owners Rita Boland, Jimmy Martinez and Auret Cavedo
recently moved their busy workshop into a new location on airport property
at 1958 Demere Road on St. Simons Island.
“We differ from other, larger custom shops because we are open to help
with such a wide variety of needs for our customers,” Rita Boland observed.
“We have people who come in for such things as repairs on a treasured
vintage quilt, to people that wish to redecorate a room in their homes. We
have worked with designers and architects on huge resort hotel projects,
and with customers who want a simple pillow covering. We welcome all of
them.”
The new space offers plenty of room for all manner of jobs, from simple
to high concept luxury projects. The new facility is ideal for expanding the
shop’s custom furniture design service, allowing clients to order such items
as headboards, ottomans, couches and banquettes to exact specifications
and with the unique fabrics they select from the on-site sample library. The
shop is open from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM Monday through Friday and by
appointment on Saturday. For more information, visit
IslandDrapesandUpholstery.com, or call 912-268-4685.

Pilots’ Progress
Congratulations to these pilots who have achieved their licenses and
advanced their ratings at St Simons Island Airport.

Left to right:

Andrew Aenchbacher: Certified Flight Instructor Airplane
Single Engine (ASE)
Jeramy Bell: Instrument rating added to Helicopter Pilot Certificate
Marlene Harrison: Certified Flight Instructor Single and
Multi-Engine Instrument
Morgan Hearl: Certified Flight Instructor Airplane Single Engine Land (ASEL)

Travis Hiner: Certified Flight Instructor Airplane Multi Engine Land (AMEL)
Charles Hunt: Commercial Pilot Certificate
James Longmire: Certified Flight Instructor Airplane Single Engine (ASE)
Farhang Makvandi-Mejia: Commercial helicopter

Brooks McDonald: Private Pilot Airplane Single Engine Land (ASEL)
Kevin Powers: Certified Flight Instructor Airplane Single Engine (ASE)
Sean Rivera: Certified Flight Instructor Airplane Multi-Engine
Sebastian Willer: Private Pilot Airplane Single Engine Land (ASEL)

From the Archives: Ready for a Ride

Biplanes have been popular in the skies above the Golden Isles for decades.
Here, in this 83-year-old photo, a passenger is buckled in for a biplane ride
piloted by none other than the legendary Sam Baker, local pilot and flight
instructor. The photograph was taken at Sawtell Field, a grass airstrip in
Brunswick, the year before the Glynn County Commission decided to take on
the task of accumulating enough land on St. Simons Island to build a proper
airport with paved runways and a hangar. It would be three more years
before the Island airport, named McKinnon Field, would be open and ready
to welcome visitors, business travelers and a highly anticipated new service
to the area: air mail. Seven years after this picture was taken, Sam Baker
would distinguish himself as a member of Coastal Patrol Unit 6 of the Civil
Air Patrol. In the early days of World War II, Baker and his fellow CAP
members flew long missions above the Georgia coast, searching for
approaching U-boats. Sam Baker was inducted into the Georgia Aviation Hall
of Fame in 2007. Photo courtesy of Winn Baker, Georgia Aviation Hall of
Fame, 2013. For more historic aviation images, please visit
http://flygcairports.com/ssi-historic-photo-gallery.html
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