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The Bombshell Belles greet veteran Wally Spencer at
the Welcome Home celebration at Brunswick Golden
Isles Airport.
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Early Saturday morning, on May 5, 83 veterans of
military service boarded a jet at Brunswick
Golden Isles Airport (BQK) to complete an
important mission. They were honorees of the
2018 Coastal Georgia Honor Flight, an annual
journey that takes area veterans to visit war
memorials in our nation’s capital. For some, it is
their first time to see the monument that was
built to signify the specific conflict or era in
which they served. For many, it is the first time
since their discharge that they have allowed
themselves to talk about their experiences with
other veterans, or share long-suppressed
memories with their families. For all, it is an
emotional time full of love, gratitude and an
overwhelming outpouring of appreciation and
support from the community.
A volunteer guardian, who assisted with any
needs during the long day of activities,
accompanied each veteran participating in the
flight. Medical personnel and the Honor Flight
leadership team made the trip as well. Perhaps
the most uplifting moment came when they
disembarked from their aircraft at Brunswick
Golden Isles Airport. There, hundreds of their
family members, neighbors and community wellwishers were waiting, with balloons, signs,
cheers, handshakes and hugs.
“A very big thank-you to the entire Brunswick
Golden Isles Airport staff for their continued
support,” noted Dave Olender, President of
Coastal Georgia Honor Flight. “A special thanks
to leaders Rob Burr, Vernon Bessing, David
Manning and Carolyn Fields and their teams for
insuring this flight was exceptional and flawless."
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Hundreds of community members turned out to
greet returning Honor Flight veterans, guardians
and staff.

Growing Numbers
The number of travelers using Delta Air Lines passenger service at Brunswick
Golden Isles Airport in April 2018 is up 15% over last year’s figures. The load
factor, which calculates the percentage of occupancy of all available seats
on flights between Brunswick and Atlanta’s Hartsfield International Airport,
was a highly favorable 85.2% in the past month.
“We are pleased to see the growth this far ahead of our usual summer
tourism season,” commented Robert Burr, Executive Director of the Glynn
County Airport Commission. “We appreciate the community’s support of our
service, and we will continue our commitment to make flying to and from
Brunswick a family-friendly, enjoyable experience.”

(L-R) EAA members Ron Eulenfeld, Scott Sullins, Jerry Latvala, Ray Varrasse and
Joe McDonough gathered to celebrate Chapter 905's 30th Anniversary.

EAA Chapter 905:
Thirty Years of Flight
Chapter 905 of the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) celebrated their
30th Anniversary on May 12th 2018 with a luncheon in their facility at
McKinnon St. Simons Island Airport (KSSI). The national organization of EAA
offers the fun and camaraderie of participating in the flying, building, and
restoring of recreational aircraft with the most passionate community of
aviation enthusiasts.
“Shortly after our chapter started, the national organization of EAA
started what is known as Young Eagles in 1992. The mission then was to fly
1 million youth by the turn of the century,” Jerry Latvala, President of
Chapter 905 explained. “With the help of over 1000 local chapter like ours,
EAA accomplished that goal. EAA has now flown over 2 million youth ages 8
thru 17.”
“Our chapter recently had our spring Young Eagle Rally on April 28.
Seven volunteer pilots flew 45 Young Eagles. To date, we have flown over
1,600 young people on Young Eagles flights. This rally seemed special,” he
added. “Many of the youth were very interested in pursuing a career in
aviation. I know of
two 8th grade
female Young
Eagles who used
their career shadow
day to experience
aviation careers.
Two older
Young Eagles
already had plans to
move forward with
aviation careers.
Matthew Tortorell
(left), a junior at
Glynn Academy,
made his decision to
embark on a future
in the field after his
first Young Eagles
flight in 2015. He
returned to help
with ground
operations for the recent rally. Since his first flight, he has nearly
completed requirements for earning his pilot’s license, served an internship
at the Gulfstream facility at the Brunswick Golden Isles Airport and
participated in the national Skills USA competition, winning at the state
level in Aviation Maintenance Technology. He plans to further his education
at the college level after his graduation in 2019.
Carrie
Trammell, a home
schooled senior,
took to the skies
with veteran pilot
Brady Turner
(right) at Young
Eagles and even
got a turn at the
controls under his
supervision. She
has been accepted
to Georgia’s
nationally
recognized
aviation program
at Middle Georgia
State University
for the fall of this year. Her enthusiasm and steady hand foretold a
promising career as a commercial pilot in a few years.

Lori and Isaiah Burch of Golden Isles Helicopter.

Golden Isles Helicopter
Ready for Takeoff
There is a new way to enjoy the beauty of the rivers, marshes and beaches
of our area from the air, thanks to a new airport neighbor, Golden Isles
Helicopters. Operating from their new home at 1775 Demere Road at
McKinnon St. Simons Island Airport, head pilot Isaiah Burch can take up to
three passengers per flight in his Robinson R-44 helicopter for an
unforgettable tour of the coast. The helicopter is heated and air conditioned
for passenger comfort, and everyone has a window seat. The opportunities
for stunning photography and videography from the helicopter are without
equal. Even long-time local residents have been thrilled to see the islands in
a way they have never experienced before, and tourists vow to make the
ride a part of every visit. Itineraries range from an 8-mile tour for $39 to
longer trips that fly over nearby islands. Special charter packages and
accommodations for larger groups are also available. To book a trip online,
please visit www.ssiheli.com or call 912-777-9105.

Pilots’ Progress
Congratulations to these pilots who have achieved their licenses and
advanced their ratings at McKinnon
St Simons Island Airport.

Top to bottom, L to R:

Gabriel Garcia: Certified Flight Instructor (CFI), Airplane Single Engine
Danny Gonzalez: Private Pilot Airplane Single Engine Land
Bailey Huynh: Private Pilot Airplane Single Engine Land

Louis Jourdan: Private Pilot Airplane Single Engine Land
John McCurry: Private Pilot Airplane Single Engine Land
Allen Morris: Airplane Multi-Engine Land (AMEL) added to Commercial Pilot
Certificate

J.D. Poole: Commercial Pilot Certificate
Grant Popinga: Private Pilot Airplane Single Engine Land
Nick Robinson: Certified Flight Instructor (CFI), Airplane Single Engine

From the Archives:

Goodbye to an Era

From 1943 through 1974, Naval Air Station Glynco occupied the property
that is now home to the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center and
Brunswick Golden Isles Airport. U.S. Navy airships, or blimps, were stationed
there in World War II, and returned to carry out Anti-Submarine Warfare
missions in the 1950s. Training for all airship operations in the Navy moved
to Glynco in 1953, but the future of the program was in peril. Airships were
difficult to handle and required a large contingent of manpower to wrangle
the huge, bulky aircraft during takeoff and landing. Although improvements
had been made to allow airships with high-powered mobile radar stations to
perform long-range flights, new planes had also been developed with even
better capabilities. The airships proved to be too expensive to maintain, so
the Navy recalled the blimp squadrons, including Glynco’s ZP 2, by the early
1960s. Lt. Commander Robert Gill, seen above approaching the gondola, or
control car, ladder, boarded his airship for its last flight from Brunswick, in
1959. Photo courtesy of David Gill and Wanda Taylor. For more historic
aviation images, please visit http://flygcairports.com/historic-photogallery.html
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