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The vintage heavy bomber B-17G Aluminum Overcast

B-17 to Visit St. Simons Island Airport
The fully preserved B-17 Aluminum Overcast heavy bomber will make the last
stop of this year’s national tour when it visits the St. Simons Island Airport on
November 22-24, 2019. The 75-year-old warbird is one of a !eet of historic
planes owned by the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA), a national
organization dedicated to supporting the love of aviation, and sharing that
passion with others. Local EAA Chapter 905, based at the St. Simons Island
Airport, is host organization for the tour stop.
The B-17, with its crew of 10 airmen, was one of the most important weapons
the Allies had against tyranny in World War II. The Aluminum Overcast is a
prime example of the B-17G, which was the "nal production model of the
plane and is considered the de"nitive Flying Fortress. A total of 8,680 B-17G
planes were manufactured, yet, today, fewer than 100 B-17 airframes
exist. Less than 15 of Boeing’s famous bombers can still take to the air.

In addition to its complement of bombs, the B-17 was also armed with 13 Browning
M-2 50 caliber machine guns. The waist gunner, one of ten crew members aboard the
B-17G in wartime, manned the position seen on the right. The gun was capable of
!ring 13 rounds per second.

The aircraft is now more than 90 percent accurate to its wartime construction,
with allowances for updated technology in such areas as navigation and
brakes. When it is not touring the country, Aluminum Overcast is on display at
the EAA Aviation Museum in Oshkosh, Wisconsin.
Tours can be accessed at the EAA chapter hangar located at
1797 Demere Road, St. Simons Island. Ground tours of Aluminum Overcast are
available from 2-5- PM on November 22-24. Tour prices are $10 for individuals,
and $20 for families. Veterans and active military members tour free. Flights
are available by reservation from 10AM-1 PM on those days as well. For prices
and available times, visit B17.org or call 800-359-6217.

Gulfstream Introduces the New G700
Gulfstream Aerospace Corp. has announced Flexjet as its "rst North American
!eet customer for the new industry !agship, the all-new Gulfstream G700TM.
The announcement was made during the unveiling of the G700, the most
spacious aircraft in the industry with the longest range at the fastest speed.
The G700 introduces several advanced technologies to set a new standard in
cabin comfort and design. Along with the tallest, widest and longest cabin in
the industry, the G700 o#ers up to "ve living areas, myriad styling
choices available for all-new seat designs as well as a three-place sofa
certi"ed for takeo# and landing. The G700 cabin comfort is enhanced with 20
panoramic windows and an environment that combines 100 percent fresh air,
the industry’s lowest cabin altitude and whisper-quiet sound levels. The G700
also introduces an all-new, Gulfstream-created lighting system that is the only
true circadian system in the industry and can mimic sunrise and sunset to help
passengers acclimate across continents and time zones.
Gulfstream has a completions facility, and a maintenance, repair and
overhaul operation at Brunswick Golden Isles Airport. “We welcome the new
addition to the Gulfstream !eet,” stated Robert Burr, Executive Director of the
Glynn County Airport Commission. “We look forward to seeing this remarkable
airplane come to our airport in the future.”
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The
Brick.

(L-R) Instructor Chris
Martinez and The Brick
co-owner Tavia Harrison

St. Simons Island Airport neighbor, The Brick, builds strength for adults and
kids. Some activities build muscle and improve balance: some build character.
The Brick started out as a martial arts school, but owners Joey
and Tavia Harrison soon discovered they could also "ll a need for local
children. The same principles of respect and integrity required in mastering
the martial arts are important lessons for children to learn as they grow. Today,
the 6,600-square-foot small group training "tness studio o#ers a popular
after-school pickup program for children 5 and older as well as adult strength
building, classes, kickboxing, karate and other mixed martial arts training.
The Brick’s adult "tness programs include a unique blend of circuit and
interval training in a 30-minute workout called 8 Station. The after-school pickup program, summer camps, day camps, Parents Nights Out, and other fun
events for kids are planned using a holistic blend of classes in tumbling and
basic martial arts and other activities like arts and crafts.
Martial arts students from The Brick compete in regional, national and
international competition, including the current World Martial Arts Games in
London. The Brick is located across from the St. Simons Island Airport at 20
Airport Plaza. For more information about adult and children’s programs, visit
info@thebrickssi.com, or call 912-268-2829.

Pilot's Progress
Congratulations for achieving a new
level of success in aviation after a
check ride at St Simons Island
Airport!
Markus Lapitsky: Certi!ed Flight
Instructor, Helicopter

From the Archives

Airborne Security

During World War II, the property that is now the site of the Brunswick Golden
Isles Airport (BQK) and the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center was
home to Naval Air Station Glynco. The base was built to house Navy airships,
or blimps, which were used to protect merchant ships from attack by German
U-boats. Navy blimps escorted the convoys of merchant ships, watching from
the air for approaching submarines. After the Navy initiated the airship convoy
escort program, losses of our merchant !eet dropped dramatically from 574
ships in 1942 to only 3 in 1945. In addition to convoy escort missions,
NAS Glynco blimps also kept a protective eye on the J.A. Jones Shipyards on
the south end of Brunswick. The shipyard built Liberty ships, cargo vessels
that brought troops and supplies to battle"elds all over the
world. A Glynco airship piloted by young Lt. John Fahey kept watch as
the SS Samselbu, a Liberty ship loaned to Great Britain, left the ways on March
31, 1944 to take a trial run before "nal out"tting. The completed ship was
launched 16 days later. Photo courtesy of Lt. Commander John Fahey, USN,
Ret. To enjoy more historic aviation images, please
visit http://!ygcairports.com/historic-photo-gallery.html

To make reservations visit delta.com
To subscribe to Airport Update,
and receive news of special Delta fares available
when !ying to or from Brunswick Golden Isles Airport,
please visit !ygcairports.com
Select “Newsletter Sign Up” on the bottom of the home page.
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