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Enplanement Soaring at BQK

Air travel is back in full swing at Brunswick-Golden Isles, and in a big way. After
dipping to just 93 passengers amid the travel restrictions prompted by the
beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic in April 2020, enplanement at BQK has
steadily increased and in May exceeded the numbers seen in May 2019. The
Brunswick airport counted 3,759 passengers in May, compared to 3,674 in May
2019 That is up from 1,403 passengers in February.
Airport Commission executive director Robert Burr reported to the
Commission at its June 15 meeting that 2019 is the standard by which
enplanement is being measured in 2021 because after the March 2020
restrictions were put in place around the globe, air travel fell significantly
everywhere.

“2019 is kind of a baseline, really the
standard. We actually have exceeded the
2019 (numbers), which is better than the
national average.”
—Robert Burr, Airport Commission Executive Director

Burr said many flights from BQK to Atlanta on Delta Connection are full and
Commission sta! is discussing with Delta how to move forward to meet the
demand.
Nationally, airlines are seeing about 70 percent of the passengers they saw in
2019, mostly because many flights are still limited in how full they can be, Burr
said. On June 15, for example, the Transportation Security Administration
reported online that it counted a national traveler throughput of 1,678,688,
compared to 2,466,574 on the same day in 2019, or 68 percent.
Burr said leisure travel is fueling much of the recent travel resurgence, and
because international travel is still restricted in some countries, regional
airports are seeing about 40 percent of the total operations nationwide.

Certificates Earned

Michelle Petrina, DPE and Commissioner Je! Culwell presenting certificates to Larry Wade (left image,
center), and Pristine Neve Gramm (right photo, center).

Four pilots recently added certifications to their resumes through training at St.
Simons Island Airport.
Larry Wade, president of Golden Isles Aviation, the St. Simons Island Airport’s
fixed-base operator, trained with designated pilot examiner Michelle Petrina to
earn his instrument certificate for single-engine airplanes
Pristine Neve Gramm trained with Martin Petrina at the St. Simons Island
Airport and earned her flight instructor, single-engine land certificate. She also
earned her certificate in flight instructor instrument, single-engine land while
training with Edward Esserman.

Michelle Petrina, DPE and Commissioner Je! Culwell presenting certificates to Hanna Morgan (left image,
via video call), and Carol Anne Fendig (right photo, right).

Hanna Morgan Esserman trained with Martin Petrina at the St. Simons Island
Airport to earn her private pilot single-engine land certificate.
Carol Anne Fendig also earned her private pilot, single-engine land certificate
while training with Martin Petrina.
All four pilots were presented with certificates at the June 15 Glynn County
Airport Commission meeting. The Commission congratulates all four pilots on
their accomplishments.

Tipsy McFly's: Dining
option with local flare
coming to BQK
A new dining option with a local
connection is coming to BrunswickGolden Isles Airport. Construction is set to
begin soon on Tipsy McFly’s Bar and Grill,
which will occupy the café space in the
airport terminal.
Tipsy McSway’s Neighborhood Grill and
Bar has become a downtown Brunswick
institution in the past nine years, and
owner Susan Bates and general manager
Jason Bates are bringing their flair for
original food and drink experiences to
travelers who take advantage of the ease
of flying out of Brunswick’s airport.
The restaurant will also be a great place for people flying privately who can
park at Manning Aviation, the airport’s FBO, and come next door for a bite to
eat and a drink.
“McFly’s is going to feel a lot like Tipsy McSway’s,” said Susan Bates. “It’s going
to have a similar menu, a full bar, but we will have more grab-n-go options like
pasta salads and things like that. We want to have some quick lunch options
for people working at the airport or Gulfstream, places like that.”

“McFly's is going to feel a lot like Tipsy McSway's. It's
going to have a similar menu, a full bar, but we will
have more grab-n-go options like pasta salads and
things like that. We want to have some quick lunch
options for people working at the airport or Gulfstream,
places like that.”
—Jason Bates, Manager, Tipys McFly's

Also like the original, the restaurant’s mascot, Tipsy McFly, comes with her own
backstory. McFly is McSway’s cousin from Atlanta, who discovered the airport
after landing on one of the three Delta Connection flights per day that take
passengers from Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport to Brunswick-Golden
Isles Airport. McFly, who has red hair instead of McSway’s blonde hair, was in
the Navy, which is why she dons the World War II-style uniform she wears – an
homage to the Brunswick airport’s past serving as Naval Air Station Glynco
from 1942 to 1974.
“Both mascots have a backstory,” Susan Bates said. “You’ll see the artwork
when we open.”
Jason Bates said Tipsy McFly’s is not just for passengers boarding a plane.
“It’s open for everybody,” he said. “We will be open 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., Mondays
through Saturdays. It’s free parking. It’s easy to get in and out. It should be
entertaining to sit out in the courtyard and watch the planes land and take o!.
We hope the folks who live in the area come out and enjoy the atmosphere.”
“There will also be a full bar with seating,” he said. “When I’m getting on a
plane, I’m usually going on vacation, so I like to have a cocktail. Soon you’ll be
able to do that here.”
With building permit in hand, he said construction will be fully underway soon,
and it won’t just be a retrofit. Expect the café dining area at Brunswick-Golden
Isles Airport to have Tipsy’s distinctive local style, he added.
“We’re excited,” Jason Bates said. “This has been in the works for a while.
COVID delayed it, but we are so happy to get this project underway and bring
some good times and good food to the airport.”

Q&A with Larry Wade
Larry Wade, president of Golden Isles Aviation, the
FBO at St. Simons Island Airport, was recently
named to the Joint Airport Study Committee on
Airport Infrastructure and Improvements created
by the Georgia General Assembly through Senate
Resolution 84. The committee is charged with
identifying and assessing needs in the state’s airtravel industry and considering funding
mechanisms to accomplish goals set by the
committee. We asked Wade four questions about
his role on the committee and what he hopes to
accomplish while serving on it.
What will your role be on the study committee?
WADE: The purpose of the committee is to understand and communicate the
real and practical financial needs regarding maintaining and creating
infrastructure for all airports in the State of Georgia as well as envisioning and
deriving possible sources of the funding. The committee is made up of mostly
state representatives and state senators, but there are a few members from
the private and airport management sector. My role, coming from the private
sector in servicing the general aviation flying public, will be to help provide a
“boots on the ground” perspective regarding the real needs of the actual
airport user, along with real and meaningful funding levels and the means to
attain them.
The committee is looking at the future of airports in Georgia and creating a
thriving and e"cient air travel industry for the state’s future. How does your
experience make you a good fit for this group?
WADE: The “air travel industry” is one that encompasses both commercial and
general aviation airports. Commercial airports usually get the attention
regarding interest and funding. But each community needs access to air travel
that provides for business and pleasure flights, so we need funding to
encourage economic development for these communities as well. I am on the
board of the National Air Transportation Association (NATA) which represents
part of the air service industry including fixed base operators (FBOs), aircraft
maintenance and repair operations (MROs), charter and fractional aircraft
operators, and others. I have also operated the FBO at St. Simons Island for 34
years and it is my hope that operating Golden Isles Aviation and seeing and
communicating with like operations across the country will give me a
perspective and experience to use in understanding airport and community
needs from a user’s point of view.
What would you like to see in plans developed by the committee to ensure
our airports remain economically competitive and that the statewide
industry will grow?
WADE: Airports have greater needs regarding infrastructure as it relates to
safety and utilization than the state presently budgets. State and local funds
are combined with FAA allocations to provide for these needed upgrades and
maintenance. At times airports could get the funding federally from the FAA
for its part but are not able to take advantage of those funds and the airport’s
opportunity due to lack of state or local funding for their part of the project. We
need to keep our airports viable and safe to a rational and relevant degree.
Therefore, we need to make sure we have funding necessary to do so. We
need a consistent and repeatable funding mechanism for Georgia’s airports.
The states around us do a better job of this, realizing how important it is to
their communities and their economy. Georgia needs to have that same
understanding, goal, and vision.
What do you hope to accomplish in your role on the committee?
WADE: I hope to be a part of a team that learns, listens, and then informs and
communicates to the State legislature the need to appropriately fund a vital
spoke of transportation – flying and a system of ready and safe airports that
promote economic development, tourism, business, and personal
transportation. We claim to be the number one state that encourages business
development and growth. Our airports are an important factor in that vision. To
accomplish the understanding of aviation’s role and ascertain the funding for
that vision is the hope of accomplishment.
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